Deafness/Hearing Impairments

A hearing impairment is any type of or degree of auditory impairment while deafness is an inability to use hearing as a means of communication.  The causes of hearing impairment are varied.  Hearing loss may be sensorineural, involving an impairment of the auditory nerve; conductive, a defect in the auditory system which interferes with sound reaching the cochlea; or a mixed impairment, involving both sensorineural and conductive.  Hearing loss is measured in decibels and may be mild, moderate, or profound.  The major challenge that faces the individual with a hearing impairment is communication.  A person who is born with a hearing loss may have language deficiencies and exhibit poor vocabulary and syntax.  Many students with hearing loss may use hearing aids and rely on lip reading.  Students with profound deafness may communicate using American Sign Language (ASL) and may require a sign language interpreter.

Suggestions for working with students with deafness/hearing impairments:

1. Encourage the student to sit in the front row.

2. Speak clearly at a normal rate but do not exaggerate because overemphasis of words distorts lip movements, making speech reading more difficult.

3. While speaking, try to avoid movements which will impede speech reading. For example:  pacing, turning your back to the class, putting your hands in front of your face, etc

4. Don’t be embarrassed to communicate with the student by writing notes back and forth.  Getting the message across is more important than the medium.

5. When a hearing impaired student doesn’t understand a word or phrase, repeat it once or twice and, if the student still doesn’t understand it, reword your statement.  Some words and sounds are more difficult to speech read.

6. When other students ask questions during class, repeat the question before answering it.  

7. Try to avoid standing in front of a light source, such as a window. The bright background and shadows on your face make speech reading difficult.  Also, whenever the room is darkened, some light will be needed for speech reading and/or to see the interpreter clearly.

8. When the student is using an interpreter, be sure to speak to the student instead of to the interpreter.  You don’t want the student to feel ignored or left out.  

9. When a student uses an interpreter, he should be able to see both the speaker and the interpreter simultaneously.

How Student Support Services can assist:
· Provide an interpreter.  

· Provide a notetaker for class lectures.
· Provide assistive living device (ALD) – wireless FM transmitter system
· Identify appropriate and reasonable accommodations

Accommodations may include:

· Preferential seating - close to the instructor

· Interpreter signing test questions for student

· Tutoring sessions to accommodate for language and communication difficulties

· Written supplement to oral instructions, assignments, and directions

· Visual aids as often as possible

· Speaker facing class during lectures

· Speaker repeating questions of other students before answering

· Unfamiliar vocabulary written on the board or a handout

· Interpreter seated where the student can see the interpreter and the lecturer

· Excess noise reduced as much as possible to facilitate communication

· Notetaker for class lectures
Students with deafness or hearing impairments should be held to the same academic and behavioral standards as any other student.

