Learning Disabilities

Learning disabilities is a general term characterized by significant difficulties in the acquisition and use of listening, speaking, reading, writing, reasoning, and/or mathematical abilities.  Problems in self-regulatory behaviors, social perception, and social interaction may exist with learning disabilities but do not by themselves constitute a learning disability.  Students with learning disabilities possess average to above average intelligence.  The disability is demonstrated by a significant discrepancy between expected and actual performance in one or more of the basic functions:  memory, oral expression, listening comprehension, written expression, basic reading skills, reading comprehension, mathematical calculation, or mathematical reasoning.  It is difficult at times for some students to process information. This can be seen as students misunderstand information presented visually or orally.  

Students with a learning disability may have problems with:

Dyslexia - problems with reading

Dyscalculia - problems with arithmetic

Dysgraphia - problems with writing (written expression)
Dysphasia - problems with speaking and understanding language (oral communications)
Suggestions for working with students with a learning disability:
1. Do not lower your academic standards for a student with a learning disability.  They should be held to the same standard as any other student.  Students with a learning disability just learn differently.

2. Begin each lecture with an outline of material to be covered that period.  At the end of class, briefly summarize key points.

3. Give assignments in both written and oral form to avoid confusion.

4. Present material in as many ways as possible (orally, visually, hands-on, group).
5. Encourage students to sit in the front of the classroom, preferably in the front row.

How Student Support Services can assist:
· Obtain textbooks on cassette or CD for the student to borrow

· Refer students to various testing sites for an evaluation to determine whether a learning disability exists.  

· Provide notetakers and/or tape recorders for taped lectures

· Provide assistive technology for student use

· Proctor tests using accommodations

· Provide scribe and/or reader for tests

· Identify appropriate and reasonable accommodations

Accommodations may include:

· Reduced course load

· Priority registration

· Notetaker for lectures

· Test taking:  reader, scribe, extended time, reduced distraction environment

· Course substitution

· Recorded textbooks

· Extended time for in-class assignments

· Do not penalize for spelling errors but point out for correction

· The use of a calculator for a student with a disability in the area of math processing

· Oral testing
Students with learning disabilities should be held to the same academic and behavioral standards as any other student.

