Mobility Impairments

A variety of mobility related disabilities result from congenital conditions, accidents, or progressive neuromuscular diseases.  These impairments include spinal cord injury, muscular dystrophy, multiple sclerosis, cerebral palsy, spina bifida, amputation, cardiac conditions, cystic fibrosis, paralysis, polio, and stroke.  Students with any of these may face difficulties such as decreased eye-hand coordination, decreased notetaking and test-writing ability due to weakness or paralysis, impaired verbal communication, and decreased physical stamina and endurance.

Suggestions for working with students with mobility impairments:
1. If a student uses a wheelchair, conversations at different eye levels are difficult.  If a conversation continues for more than a few minutes and if it is possible to do so, sit down, kneel, or squat so that you can share eye level.

2. If a student’s speech is difficult to understand, don’t hesitate to ask him/her to repeat.

3. Speak directly to a student with a disability as you would any other student.

4. A wheelchair, cane, and walker are part of the person’s body space.  Don’t automatically hang or lean on the chair.  Don’t automatically move the cane, walker, or wheelchair.  Wait for them to ask for help.

5. When it appears that a student needs assistance, ask if you can help.  Most students will ask for assistance if they need it.  Accept a “No, thank you” graciously.

6. Be aware that if breaks between classes are short (10 minutes or less), the student who uses a wheelchair may frequently be a few minutes late.  If the student is frequently late, it is appropriate to discuss the situation with the student and seek solutions.

How Student Support Services can assist:
· Assist with ensuring the classroom is accessible 

· Provide a scribe for assignments and tests

· Provide a notetaker for lectures

· Identify appropriate and reasonable accommodations

Accommodations may include:

· Tape recording or typing answers to tests and class assignments

· Extended time to complete a test

· Using a scribe to record answers for assignments and tests

· Extra time to complete assignments due to slow writing speed

· Taped lectures or the use of a notetaker

· Taped textbooks

· Special seating in the classroom

· Accessible location for the classroom and place for faculty to meet with student

· Extra time to get from one class to another, especially in inclement weather

· Assistance in laboratory components of classes

Students with mobility impairments should be held to the same academic and behavioral standards as any other student.

